Green reading is a fascinating and et sometimes frustrating concept to
master, trying to visualise break and speed, the effects of grain, wind and

the occasional spike mark — is it any wonder that at times putting becomes
nothing more than a case of hit and hope? Learning to recognise the ,I _
line of a breaking puitt is the first step to building up yeur confdepce :
this impromtu bbeach lesson can help
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Shore thing: the path of a
breaking putt is clearly illus-
trated in the sand, with the
true extent of the ‘borrow’
revealed as the ball slows
near the hole — a factor that
is accentuated when you

extend the line of the putt 18

inches beyond the hole.

Those who believe in aiming
at the apex of a putt are
under-reading the borrow, as
the graphics here reveal
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. Learning to recognise the
through line of a putt is critical in
terms of achieving a true read;

just look at the difference here
between stopping at the hole
. (left) and adding the next ball

beyond the hole (right)

EXTENSION BEYOND THE HOLE REVEALS THE TRUE LINE & ENTRY

worked with only focused at the hole (or
certainly were drawn to the front of the
hole), and didn't focus on what | regard as
the true path of the ball, extending some
18 inches or so beyond the hole.

As you can see here in the main
photo (and again more clearly overleaf),
focusing on the path of the putt to the
front of the hole doesn’t give you the
true representation of the path and the
shape of the putt over the duration of
its journey.

| have placed a white disk (to serve as
our imaginary hole) 18” from where the
ball finished, directly over the track the ball
had taken. You can now clearly see the
correct entry and exit point of the ball (the
true middle of the hole from the perspec-
tive of the ball’s path) and also the posi-
tion where the ball would have finished if
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the hole were covered in celophane. This
is the correct visual image, as this is the
correct path of the ball (we know because
the ball has taken this path!).

The key point to note here is how much
the ball has broken once it has gone past
the hole — remember gravity acts at a con-
sistent rate....the visual of all the balls lined
up on the correct path presents a powerful
visual image!

So what is the correct starting line for
this putt? The apex of the putt? NO! The
apex of the putt is where the ball is the
farthest away from the straight line that
connects the ball and the hole. It is the
point that is the highest point of a breaking
putt. The only time you should ever aim at
the apex is for a perfectly straight putt! For
all breaking putts, you should always aim
higher than the apex.

Look at the initial starting line the ball has
taken for the putt in the sand (follow out the
initial starting line) — notice how different it is
to the ‘apex’ of the putt. How much would
you have under read this particular putt?

Finally, notice on the two identical
images above, albeit with the power of
‘photoshop’, the effect of deleting the fin-
ish position of the ball and track behind
the hole in the left-hand image.

Remember, they are the same
imagef/stroke. With the finished position of
the ball removed, just look at the visual
image you are presented with! They look
two completely different putts (both in
terms of pace and starting line). Good luck
if you are just stopping your visualisation
at the hole... is that why you are under
reading your putts.

Your new goal should be to imagine a tee

The reason so many
amateur golfers under
borrow is that they
regard the hole as the
journey’s end; in reali-
ty, it is the behaviour

of the ball as it slows
past the hole that
reveals the perfect line
and pace

peg 18” behind the hole. The position of the tee
peg is crucial; you need to position the tee peg so
that the only way the ball will come to rest by the
tee peg (think of crown green bowls) is to run
directly through the centre of the hole.

When putting across the slope of a green,
your maximum variance in the horizontal
launch angle (i.e. start line) for a successful putt
is when the launch speed of the golf ball cre-
ates a path that sees the ball travel directly
through the centre of the hole as it slows with
enough pace to finish 18” beyond it. Just like
the path the ball has made in the sand here.

So pack your putter along with your bucket
and spade the next time you venture to the
beach — and learn a valuable lesson that will
make you a better putter on the course.
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